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Simplified State Scoring Guide—Writing 


One strength:





One thing to work on:


Ideas & Content: 		6	5	4	3	2	1





5/6	The purpose and main idea is clear and interesting; ideas are developed and supported by rich, specific detail. Supporting detail is balanced, in-depth and carefully chosen to suit audience & purpose.  It shares insight/understanding and holds the reader’s attention.  





4	The purpose and main idea is clear; ideas are developed and supported by suitable detail. Supporting detail is focused, specific and shows some awareness of audience & purpose.  It shares insight/understanding.  


 


3	The purpose & main idea is clear; ideas are supported by detail. Supporting detail may be limited, too general or off the topic. Supporting detail may be present but not explained. 





2/1	The main idea is not clear.  Writing is too short, off topic, or overly repetitive.





Conventions: 	6	5	4	3	2	1	





5/6 	The writing demonstrates a wide range of standard writing conventions. Difficult words are spelled correctly, all end marks & capitalizations are correct. A few minor punctuation errors lead to very little need for editing and do not impede readability. No run-ons, fragments, or comma splices.





4 	The writing demonstrates control of standard writing conventions. Errors are so few that they do not impede readability. Sentences end with correct end marks; other punctuation errors are minor.  Common words are spelled correctly. There is a moderate to little need for editing.  Few, if any, run-ons, fragments, or comma splices. 	





3 	The writing is too simple to show benchmark writing skills. Punctuation, spelling and capitalization errors impede readability and are distracting.  Common words are spelled incorrectly. Some run-ons, fragments, or comma splices. 


	


2/1 	So many basic errors that the reader has a hard time figuring out what the writer is trying to say.	





Essay Organization: 	6	5	4	3	2	1





5/6	The reader can follow the writing easily; ideas and details are placed in an order that enhances readability.  It has an inviting beginning and satisfying ending, uses smooth and effective transitions and paragraph breaks.  





4	The reader can follow the writing; ideas and details are placed in an order that makes sense.  Paragraph breaks are helpful; writing may follow a formula.  It has a beginning and ending (one paragraph each), uses effective transitions and has details that fit where placed.  





3	The reader can follow the writing most of the time, but some parts may be a little unclear; ideas and details may occasionally seem out of place.  It has a beginning and ending that is too short or obvious. The same transitions may be overused and paragraph breaks are inconsistent.





2/1	The reader is often confused.  Ideas and details are not in an order that makes sense.  Introduction, body and/or conclusion may be too short or not there.





Paragraph Organization: 	6	5	4	3	2	1





5/6	The reader can follow the writing easily; ideas and details are placed in an order that enhances readability.  It has an inviting topic sentence and satisfying ending; uses a smooth and effective combination of fact & opinion sentences (chunking—as required by the assignment).  





4	The reader can follow the writing; ideas and details are placed in an order that makes sense.  The paragraph may follow a formula.  It has a beginning and ending (one sentence each), uses an effective combination of fact & opinion sentences (chunking).





3	The reader can follow the writing most of the time, but some parts may be a little unclear; ideas and details may occasionally seem out of place.  It has a beginning and ending that is too short or obvious. 





2/1	The reader is often confused.  Ideas and details are not in an order that makes sense.  Concrete detail and/or commentary sentences are misused or not there.  Topic sentence and/or conclusion may be too short or not there.








